The Framework for Developing

Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) Nepal Testing Tools

1. Introduction

This framework is designed to guide the preparation of testing tools for Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) in Nepal. The
objective of this framework is to provide standard guidelines to the item writers for the development of ASER test items in Nepal
The framework has been informed by efforts in the Nepali context as well as best practices found in the global People’s Action For
Learning (PAL) network. This framework has learned from the EGRA and NASA assessment tools used by the Education Review
Office, Nepal. It has also drawn from testing approaches used by ASER in India, ASER in Pakistan, and Uwezo (conducted in
three East African countries). ASER Nepal tests are pegged to the Nepali national curriculum at the Standard 2 and 3 levels. This
reflects the best practices of Citizen-led Assessments around the world as well as conformity with SDG 4 demands. This framework
is important as it allows for the development of uniform and standard tests across the samples, contexts and the years. The
development of this framework is particularly need at this moment where ASER Nepal methodologies are being adapted across
contexts - as a way to reach the very marginalized in households in Province 2 and Province 3 as well as a simple easy to use way
to assess all school going students in various municipalities in Province 5.

The framework is pegged to the literacy and numeracy skills at the grade 3 level as per national curriculum of Nepal. However, ASER
Nepal will not assess all competencies of literacy and numeracy as stipulated in the Syllabus and recommended textbooks. Rather
it will assess the foundational competencies at the specific grades which are specified in the following sections.

This framework has been divided into following sections:

1. Framework and Minimum Proficiency of Nepali Literacy Test
2. Framework and Minimum Proficiency of English Literacy Test,
3. Framework and Minimum Proficiency for Numeracy Test.

2. Framework and Minimum Proficiency for Nepali Literacy Test

National Curriculum of

Nepal ASER Nepal Minimum Proficiency Description

Beginner Below Basic -

ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of
the curriculum provision:

w - pCR T Student shows basic proficiency

by being able to recognize 5

Student should be able to recognize )
Devanagari alphabets.

alphabets. There will be 10 random Nepali
alphabets. There will be at least 2 vowels,
and balance between the range (Ka-Gha,

The curriculum of Grade

1 notes this proficiency as He/she has to pronounce them

follow:
Letter Cha-Jha, Ta-Da, Pa-Ma). The confusing correctly.
FETT - Q : FurATETET gver, e | etters (3 7,3, 3, & W, W, w, &1, 7, /) will be )
3 WA W At 3 & vt gEe | omitted. Basu?. N '
STTHT MeTHT E GoARI T | Requires least cognitive skills

Total Number of ltems: 10

Total Number of Attempts: 5
(50% of total items.)

Total Number must be correct: 4
(80% - 100% of the total attempts.)

The font will be in “Preeti.”




The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade
2 and Grade 3 have noted this
proficiency as follow:

T - | © AUHATATHT AT, GIqhH < AAT
Qe auf T A A GHAT T ITSTH
E TR T | I EREE TEH |

ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
curriculum provision:

FET - q : AUHTATHT FAT T AAT et quF T O 00
AN TTHT MR G S=ARI T |

Student should be able to identify 4 out
of 5 words correctly, with the correct

Student shows basic
proficiency by being able
to recognize words.

He/she has to pronounce

Word pronunciation. Words should include them correctly.
maximum 3 single letter, and 2 Matras.
I = A Tl S S T ) G Proficient:
T R YIS S Total Number of Iltems: 10 Requires a reasonably
FSH T =TT T Total Number of Attempts: 5 moderate level of cognitive
) (50% of the total items.) skills
TR W i B N Total Number must be correct: 4
TE gwERT T (80% - 100% of the total attempts.)
The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade
2 and Grade 3 have noted this
proficiency as follow: ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
curriculum provision:
T - q : AUHTATH T, FIH T AT ::;T— 3 ! A AR (TR STEFHET Fl, FH T S;Udeﬂt SdhOWSf.S!ightly
. AU qTRT) 9& | advanced proficiency
et i < Eﬁ T A R e being able to recognize
@ AR 11=r | WA reEE W ' | [ student should be able to read at least 2 out sentences. He/she able to
FET (A TeaqeFT Fefl, T T of 4 sentences correctly or with 1 mistake per | pronounce each word in
PR et ) o | sentences. A sentence might have up to one | the sentences correctly in
Sentence ) joint letters. The words in a sentence will be flow.
FE - R WA FORIET (AR no longer than 5 letters.
:_;r | e, el < P s ) Higher Proficiency:
2 Total Number of Items: 4 Requires higher level order
Total Number of Attempts: 2 of proficiency
FE - R ¢ IS AT, AT (50% of total items.)
e, foree, e, fereand (st Total Number must be correct: 2
NERHERFT A AU AT A AEE (80% - 100% of the total attempts.)
FHT FAT FAT, FH T BRAT wwHr ar)
& |
ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
curriculum provision:
FHET - 3 : AW AT AT FH AT SART e G
The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade MIRTSIARIAT SASK RN
2 anld.Grade g nede izl i Student should at least be able to read the Student shows advanced
proficiency as follow: story fluently with 3 or less than 3 mistakes. level proficiency by being
Use simple present and simple past tense. able to read the story
F - 9 2 A TS T FAEE I There will be not more than 10 sentences fluently. Student also has to
Story T having maximum 5-7 words per sentences. make sense of the story.

FETT - R : IA FTAN T FETET LR
TG |

FETT - 3 © FTHA SAHT ATADLT T |
A A AMiecdes TR TG |

Use full stop, comma, inverted comma and
question mark as punctuation mark. No more
than 5 joint words will be included.

Total Number of Iltems: 1

Total Number of Attempts: 1
(100% of total items.)

Total Number must be correct: 1
(80% - 100% of the total attempts.)

Advanced:
Requires an advanced
level of cognitive skill




sion

Comprehen-

The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade
2 and Grade 3 have noted this
proficiency as follow:

FATH AT N T, A G T
T W&T HEd "edl FRU Fled 9 |

ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
curriculum provision:

FATH AT e T, T Ge=1 T I qed T
HEAT FR Aled A |

Student should be able to tell some sense of
the story, a conclusion, and/or a character’s
motivations or intentions. The first question
will be simple direct question coming from
either second, third or fourth sentence. The
second question will be inference question
which might include ‘how’ or ‘why’ and an-
swer can be found in the last few sentences.

Total Number of Iltems: 2

Total Number of Attempts: 2
(100% of total items.)

Total Number must be correct: 2
(80% - 100% of the total attempts.)

Student shows higher
level proficiency by

being able to answer the
comprehension questions
correctly.

Advanced:
Requires an advanced
level of cognitive skill

3. Framework and Minimum Proficiency of English Literacy Test

read words containing them. To
recognize all active vocabulary
words. To read figures 1-100.

Grade 3: To recognize all
diphthongs and consonant blends
and read words containing them.

not be included. Some samples of high frequency
word from the Grade 1 textbooks are: small, driver,
book, father, playing, mother, evening, night, sister,
white.

Total Number of Iltems: 10

Total Number of Attempts: 5 (50% of total items.)
Total Number must be correct: 4

(80% - 100% of the total attempts.)

National Curriculum of Nepal ASER Nepal Minimum Proficiency Description
Beginner Below Basic -
ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the Student shows basic
curriculum provision: “Grade 1: To recognize and roficiency by bein
The curriculum of Grade 1, and Hrriculiim provist ' ) gniz proficiency y, ng
. - pronounce sounds of small letters. able to recognize
Grade 2 have noted this proficiency
as follow: small case (small)
' Only small letters are to be included and arranged | alphabets with ease.
Small Grade 1: To recognize and rgndom. The difficult an.d conyfusing Ietterg (g, x,.i, ) o
Case will be avoided. Test children’s ability to differentiate | The pronunciation and
pronounce sounds of small letters. : .
Letters atleastapairofb&d,n&u, w&m. the shape recognition
. have to be correct.
SGc:'j:jSZ. To recognize all letters by Total Number of ltems: 10
' Total Number of Attempts: 5 (50% of total items.) | The Font will be in
Total Number must be correct: 4 (80% - 100% of | “Times New Roman”.
the total attempts.)
ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of th
The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade 2 S ) = am.wsl © ?S © basicievel ot ine
. curriculum provision: “Grade 1: To read well-known
and Grade 3 have mentioned about words.”
this proficiency as follow: '
'S proficiency W Student shows slightly
houl | i if | fici
Grade 1: To read well-known words. Stludent should be able tlo |.dent| % word.s correctly, advan.ced proficiency
, with the correct pronunciation. There will be by being able to
To read figures 1-10. , . . .
balanced mix of noun and verbs which are familiar | recognize the words
. in national textbooks and composed of 4 or 5 and also comprehend
Grade 2: To recognize sounds o . . .
: letters. The word with silent letters (hour, knife) will | the meanings of these
Word of common diphthongs and

words.

The student is able to
pronounce the words
correctly and fluently.




Sentences

The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade
2 and Grade 3 have noted this
proficiency as follow:

Grade 1: To read short, well known
sentences.

Grade 2: Read out simple
sentences with acceptable
pronunciation including
instructions.

Grade 3: To read and follow simple
instructions.

ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
curriculum provision: “Grade 2: Read out simple
sentences with acceptable pronunciation.”

Student should be able to read at least 2 out of

4 sentences made of 4-6 words correctly or with
1 mistake per sentences. Not more than 1 word

having silent letters in any of sentences.

Total Number of ltems: 4

Total Number of Attempts: 2 (50% of total items.)
Total Number must be correct: 2 (80% - 100% of
the total attempts.)

Student shows
advanced proficiency
by being able to

read the sentences,
pronouncing each
word correctly and
reading the sentence
fluently.

Student also has

to comprehend

the meaning of the
sentences and has to
explain the meaning
in their own native
language.

The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade
2 and Grade 3 have noted this
proficiency as follow:

Grade 1: To read very simple, well-
illustrated “story”.

ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
curriculum provision: “Grade 3: To read simple
stories.”

Student should at least be able to read the story
fluently with 3 or less than 3 mistakes.

Use simple present and simple past tense.
There will be not more than 10 sentences having

Student shows
advanced level
proficiency by being
able to read the story
fluently. Student also

Story Grade 2: Understand and enjoy : has to make sense of
i , maximum 5-7 words per sentences. Use full stop,
simple stories. , ) the story.
comma, inverted comma and question mark as
unctuation mark.
Grade 3: Develop interest in P Advanced: Requires
di hort d stories. d d level of
S i L T e
I Zt e 9 | Total Number of Attempts: 1 (100% of total items.) |
p. y J 9 Total Number must be correct: 1 (80% - 100% of
word-meanings)
the total attempts.)
Student should make some sense of the story
by generating conclusions about a character’s
The curriculum of Grade 2 and Y g ) 9 ) . Student shows higher
. . motivations or intentions. -
Grade 3 have mentioned about this . ) . ) ) ) level proficiency by
- The first question will be simple direct question :
proficiency as follow: . . ) being able to answer
coming from either second, third or fourth )
. : . the comprehension
. sentence. The second question will be inference .
Compre- | Grade 2: Understand and enjoy ) ) ) ) ) . ) questions correctly.
. . . question which might include ‘how’ or ‘why’ and
hension | simple stories.

Grade 3: Understand and enjoy
simple stories including comic-strip
style and guessing meaning.

answer can be found in the last few sentences.

Total Number of Iltems: 2

Total Number of Attempts: 2 (100% of total items.)
Total Number must be correct: 2 (80% - 100% of
the total attempts.)

Advanced: Requires
an advanced level of
cognitive skill




4. Framework and Minimum Proficiency for Arithmetic test

National Curriculum of Nepal ASER Nepal Minimum Proficiency Description
Beginner Below Basic -
The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade 2 | ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
. . . Student shows
and Grade 3 have mentioned about | curriculum provision: basic level
this proficiency as follow: FETT - 4 : U IMg 0 ATHATHSHT ALEAT TG X faedl | {0y . ,
proficiency in
% fevg orfas & w@HT ) . o
° arithmetic ability
T - O 3w i by being able to
TR I, e, P ¥ 9 | (@EAR X Student should be able to recognize digits (between reyco nige one-didit
1 Digit | femg oRfae, sr=mwm ) 0-9 either in Devnagari or in Hindu-Arabic) correctly. numgers 9
Number All 0-9 numbers will be included in different positions '
FETT - R @ AT AGHAFHHT FEAT Tl in different question sets. Basic:
T, TE X WET | FEATR R feeq akferes, - .
Requires a basic
P T AT ) Total Number of Iltems: 10 level of coanitive
Total Number of Attempts: 5 (50% of total tems) | 9
FET - 3 T ASHAEAEH qgedt = W, | Total Number must be correct: 4 (80% - 100% of the
TET T W& | total attempts)
ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
curriculum provision:
The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade O g < P |
2 and Grade 3 h ted thi ’ SRR i
an. . rade S have Noted tis @AY ¥ favg aRfa® w TEAD | Student shows
proficiency as follow: ° .
basic level
e N— Student should be able to identify numbers (between | proficiency by being
- ﬁ;: i w“@? (‘“"‘ “@:' lgfjcigher in Devnagari or in Hindu-Arabic) fvljcl)e;:;irteﬁjrirg:res
2 Digit =g R, T ' i '
Nun:!ga:er g ’ ) The items will be balanced on even-odd, last digit
below-above 5, and at least one from all the range of | Basic:
FETT - R @ A ASHAFHHT FEEAT Tl . .
T, T < T | (R < freg P 10 (10-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-69, 70-79, Requires a basic
' ] 80-89 and 90-99). A digit will not be repeated more level of cognitive
ASE 3 AL ) ) L .
than 4 times within a set. skills
:: ? ;@_ﬁ 5 e T Total Number of Items: 10
Total Number of Attempts: 5 (50% of total items.)
Total Number must be correct: 4 (80% - 100% of the
total attempts.)
ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
curriculum provision:
The curriculum of Grade 1, G.rade T - R ¢ T ST S T < P | (e < e
2 and Grade 3 have noted this o
roficiency as follow: = ) Student shows
P y ' advanced ability
Sy — Student should be able to recognize at least 4 out of | by being able to
. ﬁ;: Poreet < a_@_; |G 5 ET 5 lnumbers (.betvveen 100-999 either in Devnagari or in repggnize three-
3 Diait fereq o : Hindu-Arabic) correctly. digit numbers.
Numger » I The items will be balanced on even-odd, tenth digit
T - A S below-above 5, and at least one from all the range of | Proficient:
T ? N, (3_: - F% ¢ 10 (100-190, 200-290, 300-390, 400-490, 500-590, Requires a
' < st ) " | 600-690, 700-790, 800-890 and 900-990). A digit will | reasonable
~ not be repeated more than 4 times within a set. moderate level of
- P cognitive skills
N w | 3 5 ' | Total Number of Items: 10
Total Number of Attempts: 5 (50% of total items.)
Total Number must be correct: 4 (80% - 100% of the
total attempts.)




Subtraction

The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade
2 and Grade 3 have noted this
proficiency as follow:

T - | : T3 AP ATH GSEATETH
HETS (ATIE fAeas) T |

FE - R AT AGHEASA (G AT AT
HTF) TR ASEATETH SIS (ATTEN
faa) T

FET - 30 ¥ AHGEAA T (F A

TIAT AIIE FAae) Tgearesst gers

T I TAAFAET SATARTRE THET TATST
T EA

ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
curriculum provision:
FET - R : TE ATHA TN ALEATEEH TS (AT foeae) T |

Student should be able to solve at least two of four
subtraction problems with borrowing correctly.

Total Number of Iltems: 4

Total Number of Attempts: 2 (50% of total items.)
Total Number must be correct: 2 (80% - 100% of the
total attempts.)

Student shows
slightly complex
level of proficiency
by being able

to compute
subtractions with
borrowing with two
digit numbers.

Advanced:
Requires higher
order cognitive skills

Division

The curriculum of Grade 1, Grade
2 and Grade 3 have noted this
proficiency as follow:

FET - q : ATIHTH 0 NETAFHERT
FEETATE R I Y SET TR AR
FHEAT Al |

FE - R T ATHATAR GEEATATS TH
ATFH qLEATH W T T 5= (e
WHT §T)

FET - 3@ A ATHATHB! ASRATATS T3
AGHFATHD! QAT W T T AT |
(ATST & TS + [ = WIoT grg ol
R f&m )

ASER Nepal aims to test the basic level of the
curriculum provision:

FET - 3 A ATHATHB! ATRATATS TF ATHATHE! TEEaTH
AT T (T AT ) |

Student should be able to solve one 3 digit by 1 digit
numerical division problem with remainder correctly.

Total Number of Iltems: 2

Total Number of Attempts: 1 (50% of total items)
Total Number must be correct: 1 (80% - 100% of the
total attempts.)

Student shows
advanced
proficiency level

by being able to
compute division
sums with three-
digit numbers as
the dividends and
one-digit number as
the divisor.

Advanced:
Requires higher
order cognitive skills

5. General Guiding Principles of ASER Nepal

ASER Nepal aims to develop and use assessment tools that are low cost, simple and easy to use. All items should be selected to
the level found in the national curriculum and its recommended text books. The test items shall be original. The direct lifting of items
from the textbooks is not be recommended. The items shall take into consideration concerns about gender, environmental, cultural,
political and religious biases. For each subject, four test sets will be developed to assess the same level of competencies. All the
set of tests should be at the same level of difficulty.



